8th Annual Noojimo’iwewin Violence Against Women Act and Indian Child Welfare Act Training
Presented by Bay Mills Indian Community | Gnoozhekaaning and OJS Tribal Justice Support
Aug. 5 - Aug. 7, 2026, at Bay Mills Resort & Casino

2026 THEME
Ending Violence and Healing Communites

UNIT FORMAT | 1.5 hr
Each interactive, in-depth unit includes: Each unit has 1-2 faculty/presenters. 
· 50 minutes 		Lecture 
· 10 minutes 		Q&A
· 30 minutes 	 	Activity 


DAY 1 | August 5 | 12:30-4:30pm ET
3.0 Credits | 3.0 hours
Registration and lunch begins at 12:00pm
Optional Night of Native Music at Soo Locks Park at 7:00pm (in-person only)
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BMVAWA2025Day1

DAY 2 | August 6 | 10:00-3:30pm ET
4.0 Credits | 4.0 hours
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BMVAWA2025Day2

DAY 3 | August 7 | 10:00-12:00pm ET
1.5 Ethics Credits | 1.5 hours
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BMVAWA2025Day3


TOTAL: 7 Standard Credits, 1.5 Ethics Credits | 8.5 hours


Event website here: twgtrainings.com 



DAY 1 | Aug 5

12:30-1:00 Welcome 
	

1:00-2:30 Unit 1 | 1.50 Credits ICWA Refresher: State ICWA Laws and the New Uniform State ICWA Act

This unit will focus on the seventeen states that have their own state ICWAs, and last month the Uniform Law Commission adopted a Uniform State ICWA for states to use if they wish. State ICWAs are able to conform to state practices while maintaining the uniformity ICWA requires. State ICWAs can also increase protections for Native families. However, some state ICWAs are outdated and some states don't have any state law. The Uniform State ICWA provides a comprehensive Act with accompanying commentary to assist tribes and states that either want to update their ICWA or pass a new one. This session will go over important provisions and places where state legislatures can change the Act.

Kate Fort, Director of the Indian Law Clinic, Michigan State University College of Law

Kathryn (Kate) E. Fort is the Director of Clinics at Michigan State University College of Law and runs the Indian Law Clinic, where she teaches the Clinic class and other classes in federal Indian law. In 2015, she started the Indian Child Welfare Act Appellate Project, which represents tribes in complex ICWA litigation across the country. She is the author of American Indian Children and the Law, published by Carolina Academic Press. Prof. Fort has researched and written extensively on the Indian Child Welfare Act. Her publications include articles in the Harvard Public Health Review, George Mason Law Review, Family Law Quarterly, Saint Louis University Law Journal, American Indian Law Review as well as chapters in CRITICAL RACE JUDGEMENTS  (Cambridge University Press, 2022) and CHILD WELFARE LAW AND PRACTICE  (National Assoc. of Counsel for Children, 2023), both with Matthew L.M. Fletcher. She co-edited Facing the Future: The Indian Child Welfare Act at 30 (Michigan State University Press 2009), and she is a contributing editor to the Cohen’s Handbook of Federal Indian Law. She has provided direct representation for tribes in state and federal courts across the country. Prof. Fort graduated magna cum laude in from Michigan State University College of Law with the Certificate in Indigenous Law and is licensed to practice law in Michigan. She received her B.A. in History with honors from Hollins University in Roanoke, Virginia.



2:30-2:45 BREAK


2:45-4:15 UNIT 2 | 1.5 Credits Eliminating Bias in Domestic Violence Cases: Recognizing and Reducing Bias in Assessment, Investigation, and Decision-Making

This presentation will go over how bias—whether implicit, explicit, or systemic—can significantly influence how domestic violence cases are investigated, assessed, and resolved. Stereotypes about gender, victimhood, offender behavior, credibility, and family dynamics can affect decisions made by law enforcement, prosecutors, victim advocates, forensic interviewers, child welfare professionals, and the courts. This session examines how bias impacts domestic violence cases across the criminal and family justice systems and provides evidence-based strategies for recognizing and reducing its influence.

Elaine Barr, Supervising Attorney, Legal Services of South Central Michigan

Elaine Barr is currently a Supervising Attorney at Legal Services of South Central
Michigan and has worked to represent survivors of domestic and sexual violence for
over a decade in civil legal proceedings. She has worked collaboratively with
multidisciplinary professionals and community stakeholders to improve outcomes for survivors. Elaine was previously a staff attorney at Michigan Indian Legal Services and was the 2011 Fellow at the Indigenous Law and Policy Center.


4:15-4:30 Announcements

7:00-8:00 (Optional) GATHERING


DAY 2 | Aug 6

10:00-11:30 UNIT 3 | 1.5 Credits These Kids Need Our Help, too: Understanding and Responding to Problematic Sexual Behavior in Children and Teens

This unit will highlight that all children and teens deserve help and support, even those who initiate problematic sexual behaviors (PSB) with other children. Most professionals who respond to cases of PSB in children in teens are unequipped to effectively address the behaviors and support all the children involved and their families. As a result, many children and teens with PSB do not receive the types of services that support a helpful multidisciplinary coordinated response or healthy behavioral functioning and family healing. Through didactics, open discussion, and case examples, participants will learn research-based information about sexual development in children and teens and PSB, identify potential contributing factors to PSB, dispel common misconceptions about these behaviors and children and teens, and develop a more robust and evidence-informed response cases of child/teen-initiated PSB.

Jimmy Widdifield, Jr., Licensed Professional Counselor

Jimmy Widdifield, Jr., MA, LPC, is an experienced training and technical assistance (TTA) provider specializing in child maltreatment, trauma, and adversity, and professional well-being. Jimmy has provided national and international TTA with a focus on children and adolescents with problematic sexual behavior (PSB). Jimmy is the owner of JW Counseling PLLC. He is currently employed as the Project Director of Grant Training and Resources at the National Children's Advocacy Center. In this role, he administers a federally funded grant that offers multi- and interdisciplinary TTA to improve the multidisciplinary coordinated response to child maltreatment. His previous roles include Director of TTA for the National Center on the Sexual Behavior of Youth and Program Manager at the Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth, where he supported freestanding multidisciplinary teams and administered a Children's Justice Act grant. With over 20 years of clinical experience, Jimmy has specialized in the assessment and treatment of children and adolescents with illegal sexual behaviors, and their families. He has co-authored group and family treatment manuals and contributed book chapters on clinical services for youth with PSB. He also has clinical experience treating children who experienced other adversities and traumas and their families. Jimmy is a Licensed Professional Counselor in Oklahoma and an active member of Association of Professionals Solving the Abuse of Children and National Child Traumatic Stress Network. He is a graduate of the Interdisciplinary Training Program in Child Abuse and Neglect at OUHSC and was honored with the Barbara L. Bonner Distinguished Service Award in 2022 for his contributions to the program. He joined The Athlete Survivors' Assist as a Board member in 2024.


11:30-11:45 BREAK

11:45-12:45 BIA Spotlight | 1 Credit
Understanding Tribal Justice Support and the Support it Provides

The Office of Tribal Justice Support (TJS) plays a pivotal role in assisting tribes as they work to strengthen and improve their justice systems.  This presentation will outline the core responsibilities of TJS and provide a detailed overview of necessary steps and requirements for tribes wishing to submit a one-time funding request.  The process is designed to ensure that tribal judicial systems receive resources necessary to support effective operations and improvements.  TJS aims to build lasting partnerships with tribes, offering continued support beyond the initial funding request.

Cynthia Stevens, Program Specialist, Tribal Justice Support

Cynthia Stevens is an enrolled member of the Spirit Lake Nation and has served with the Bureau of Indian Affairs since 2014. Ms. Stevens began her professional career in Public Service in support of Executive Direction at the BIA Midwest Regional Office. In this capacity, she contributed to the operational framework of the front office, ensuring effective administrative processes and facilitating essential services to 15 Regional Branches, as well as the public. Her dedication to public service established the groundwork for her ongoing commitment to advancing Tribal interests and supporting community initiatives.
In 2024, Ms. Stevens joined the Office of Tribal Justice Support (TJS) as a Program Specialist. This position allows her to collaborate closely with the TJS team, providing funding, training, and technical assistance to Tribal Courts. Additional responsibilities encompass facilitating Tribal Court Assessments and establishing Cooperative Agreements for training sessions and conferences. Ms. Stevens is proud to perform this work which supports the furthering of Tribal Sovereignty, advocating Cultural Justice, and supporting systemic reform within Tribal Courts. 
Ms. Stevens remains based at the Midwest Regional Office in Bloomington, Minnesota, where she continues her dedicated work of public service to Tribal communities.

 

12:45-1:45 LUNCH 


1:45-3:15 Unit 4 | 1.50 Credits Know More, Do More; Identifying & Responding to Stalking

This unit will explore how stalking is a prevalent, dangerous, and often misunderstood crime. This session explores the dynamics of stalking, focusing on the highly contextual nature of the crime by discussing common tactics used by perpetrators and the co-occurrence of stalking with domestic and sexual violence.


Julia Holtemeyer , Resource and Training Specialist, SPARC

Julia Holtemeyer (MPP) is the Resource & Training Specialist for the Stalking, Prevention, Awareness, & Resource Center (SPARC), an AEquitas initiative. In her role, she provides training and technical assistance, develops original resources, and collaborates with partners to enhance the ability of multidisciplinary professionals to recognize and respond to stalking. She brings 15 years of experience in anti-violence work and her career has centered around providing training and technical assistance to a variety of disciplines, including victim support services, criminal legal professionals, and health services. Julia's anti-violence work began as a college student, when she worked at a rape crisis center and as a peer health educator. She later served as a Peace Corps Volunteer in Tanzania, where she lived and worked at a secondary school in a small rural community, teaching mathematics, health, and life skills, including discussing domestic and sexual violence. Julia went on to work in enhancing gender integration in global health, and then to enhancing the criminal legal response to crimes of domestic and dating violence, sexual violence, and stalking.






















DAY 3 | Aug 7

10:00-11:30 UNIT 5 | 1.5  Ethics Credits Avoiding Ethical Pitfalls in VAWA and ICWA Cases

This 90-minute ethics session examines the professional responsibility challenges attorneys, judges, and advocates encounter when practicing under the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) and the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) in tribal and state-tribal proceedings. Drawing on real-world scenarios, it explores conflicts of interest and multiple-representation risks common in small, close-knit tribal communities, competence obligations tied to ICWA's "active efforts" and qualified expert witness requirements, and confidentiality and safety concerns unique to domestic and sexual violence cases. Participants will also examine how recent developments, including the U.S. Supreme Court's 2023 ruling in Haaland v. Brackeen and VAWA's Special Domestic Violence Criminal Jurisdiction provisions, intersect with attorneys' and judges' ethical duties. Through lecture, case discussion, and an interactive activity, attendees will leave with practical tools for spotting and avoiding ethical pitfalls specific to VAWA and ICWA practice.

Hon. Ron Whitener, Squaxin Island Tribe, Chief Judge for the Tulalip Tribes (retired), Co-Owner of The Whitener Group

Ron Whitener is a founding member of The Whitener Group. In 1994, Ron graduated from the University of Washington Law School and was the first in-house legal counsel for his tribe, the Squaxin Island Tribe. In 2000, Ron was asked to join the faculty of the University of Washington Law School where he created the Tribal Court Public Defense Clinic through which he represented thousands of Native American clients in criminal and juvenile cases.  Through the University of Washington, Ron was funded by the MacArthur Foundation to develop public defense resources for juveniles involved in tribal justice systems, including developing model juvenile codes and methods for providing legal representation using video conferencing to rural tribal communities where the youth would be otherwise unrepresented.  In 2011, Ron was named a Champion of Change by President Barack Obama for his work on providing public defense to juveniles in tribal courts. While conducting his clinical teaching, Ron also served as the Presiding Judge for the Confederated Tribes of the Chehalis Indian Reservation, and an appellate justice for several courts in the Pacific Northwest.  In 2014, Ron left the Law School to serve as Chief Judge for the Tulalip Tribes, where he participated in the development of the Tulalip Wellness Court, which he presided over for several years, which is the only current tribal court named as a "mentor court" by the National Drug Court Institute.  Ron retired from the Bench in 2020. Finally, for the past 8 years as part of The Whitener Group, Ron has led BIA Tribal Court Assessments in Alaska and the Northwest, engaged in tribal justice system strategic planning and improvement, and healing to wellness court development and evaluation.  Ron has visited, studied and provided system recommendations to more than 80 tribes in Alaska, 18 tribes in Washington, Idaho and Oregon, and other tribes nationally, providing information and assistance for the development of their justice systems.

11:30-12:00 Closing 

| 2 | 


