7th Annual Noojimo’iwewin Violence Against Women Act and Indian Child Welfare Act Training
Presented by Bay Mills Indian Community | Gnoozhekaaning and OJS Tribal Justice Support
Aug. 6- Aug. 8, 2025, at Bay Mills Resort & Casino

2025 THEME
From Policy to Practice:
Practical Tools for Advocates and Practitioners

UNIT FORMAT | 1.5 hr
Each interactive, in-depth unit includes: Each unit has 1-2 faculty/presenters. 
· 50 minutes 		Lecture 
· 10 minutes 		Q&A
· 30 minutes 	 	Activity 


DAY 1 | August 6 | 12:30-4:30pm ET
3.0 Credits | 4.0 hours
Registration and lunch begins at 12:00pm
Optional and Informal Hatchery Meetup at 7:00pm (in-person only)
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BMVAWA2025Day1

DAY 2 | August 7 | 10:00-4:30pm ET
4.5 Credits | 3.5 hours
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BMVAWA2025Day2

DAY 3 | August 8 | 10:00-12:00pm ET
1.5 Credits | 2 hours
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BMVAWA2025Day3


TOTAL: 9 Credits | 9.5 hours


Event website here: twgtrainings.com 

· 

DAY 1 | Aug 6

12:30-1:15 Welcome and Opening Song
	President Whitney Gravelle, Bay Mills Indian Community
Young Men’s Drum, Frog Hill

1:15-2:45 Unit 1 | 1.50 Credits Cycles of Hope: Addressing Historical Trauma in Native Communities 

This unit will focus on historical trauma and unresolved grief in Indigenous populations, examining the long-lasting impacts of collective traumatic experiences on Native American communities across generations. It will explore the concept of historical trauma as defined by cultural and clinical experts in the field, and the manifestations of HT and unresolved grief in contemporary tribal communities.

Kathryn England-Aytes, Psychology Faculty Member, California State University

Dr. Kathryn England-Aytes is a founding teaching faculty member in the Psychology Department at California State University, Monterey Bay, and a master trainer and curriculum developer in the areas of historical trauma and cultural awareness in Native communities. She received a Bachelor of Science in psychology and Master of Science in social science from Southern Oregon State University, Ashland, OR; and an Ed.D. from Fielding Graduate University in Santa Barbara, CA. Kathryn is an American Indian descendant, born and reared in Oklahoma, where she attended boarding school in Tahlequah, Oklahoma. Between 2010 and 2020, she served on the board of the Native American Children's Alliance, an inter-tribal membership organization that promoted excellence in child abuse prevention and intervention in Indian Country. She is also a Fellow for the National Center Adoption and Permanency, a national organization that provides a broad range of multidisciplinary services and resources relating to and child welfare, adoption and foster care. Kathryn has served as a curriculum consultant for the Cherokee Nation, joining a group of educators, elders and community members to develop Cherokee-centered materials for use in educational settings. Her current research explores culturally sensitive responses to historical trauma, as well as academic persistence and traditional resiliency among American Indians and their descendants.


2:45-3:00 BREAK


3:00-4:30 UNIT 2 | 1.5 Credits Extending VAWA Jurisdiction: Practical Steps for Tribal Implementation

This presentation will focus on the implementation of the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) Special Tribal Criminal Jurisdiction (STCJ), which empowers tribal nations to prosecute certain non-Indians for crimes committed on tribal lands. The presenter will outline the legal foundation of STCJ, emphasizing its role in enhancing tribal sovereignty and addressing violence in native communities. The presentation will highlight challenges Choctaw Nation faced in implementing STCJ, including the need for expanded law enforcement resources and judicial infrastructure. The presentation will make recommendations for tribes considering STCJ implementation and will show the benefit of STCJ as a critical tool for justice reform in Indian Country.

Gina South, Juvenile Division Chief and Assistant Prosecuting Attorney for the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma

Gina South is the Juvenile Division Chief and Assistant Prosecuting Attorney for the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma. Gina, a citizen of the Choctaw Nation, is a member of the Alabama Bar Association, the State Bar of Texas, the Choctaw Nation Bar, and is a Registered Choctaw Artist. Previously, she has served as a member of the Volunteer Lawyers Association of Alabama, the State Director for the Alabama Network of Children’s Advocacy Centers (ANCAC), a board member and trainer with the Native American Children’s Alliance and is currently the Vice-President of the board for the Children’s Advocacy Centers of Oklahoma. To assist her tribe in the prosecution of child abuse cases, Gina oversaw the establishment of the tribe’s first Multi-Disciplinary Team. The Multi-Disciplinary Team is the first tribal MDT in the state of Oklahoma to achieve accreditation with the National Children’s Alliance (NCA), and also the first tribal MDT in Oklahoma to gain membership with the Children’s Advocacy Centers of Oklahoma. In August of 2023, the tribe opened the Ahni (Hope) Center, which is the first tribal CAC in Oklahoma to achieve Associate level accreditation through NCA. In every capacity, Gina works to ensure the safety of children and to improve her community’s response to child maltreatment.

7:00-8:30 (Optional)  GATHERING


DAY 2 | Aug 7

10:00-11:30 UNIT 3 | 1.5 Credits Equipping Officers: Law Enforcement’s Role in ICWA Cases 

This unit explores the critical role law enforcement plays in Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) cases, particularly in the context of domestic violence response within Indian Country. Participants will examine current law enforcement practices, identify practical resources and tools available to officers working in ICWA-related cases, and develop strategies to strengthen collaboration between child welfare practitioners and law enforcement. The session will culminate in the creation of an actionable plan to improve outcomes for Native children and families while supporting culturally appropriate, trauma-informed, and legally sound responses.

Steven Juneau, President/CEO, National Native Justice Institute 

Steven K. Juneau served throughout Indian Country for 30+ years as a police officer, special agent, chief of police, special agent in charge, associate director, chief executive officer, and BIA-OJS Director. As academy director, he led two national law enforcement academies in New Mexico and North Dakota delivering national training, policy, technical assistance, and recruitment. He developed the first command and executive schools for BIA/Tribal supervisors and the Pathfinder certification program for the investigation of missing persons. As BIA-OJS director he served as commissioner on the Not Invisible Act Commission and was awarded the Department of Interior’s highest award of Distinguished Service for outstanding law enforcement service to Indian Country. Following his retirement, he founded the National Native Justice Institute and serves as President/CEO focused on public safety education, advocacy, and resource solutions to support Tribal sovereignty.

11:30-12:15 ADVOCACY SPOTLIGHT | Brief Presentations from Resource Centers and Advocates 

This session will highlight the work of community-based advocates through brief presentations from the Journey to Healing Program/Survivor Response Center. Presenters will share how their program supports survivors of domestic violence, sexual assault, stalking, trafficking, and family violence within Tribal communities. Participants will gain insight into how culturally specific services are delivered and sustained through multi-disciplinary collaboration. The session will also explore ways agencies can strengthen partnerships with their local domestic violence resource centers and community advocates to enhance survivor safety, increase referrals, and improve coordinated response efforts.

Keely Frye, Victim Witness Advocate, Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians

Keely Frye has a bachelors in social work and has used her degree as a foster care specialist, victim witness coordinator for the Charlevoix County Prosecutor’s office and the last 12 years as an advocate for survivors of crime at the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians. Her current position is Community Outreach Educator. She regularly provides free presentations to community groups and North Central Michigan Community College as well as providing culturally specific outreach activities.

Natalie Barnes, Domestic Violence & Sexual Assault Advocate, Journey to Healing Program, Bay Mills Indian Community 

Natalie is a dedicated Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Advocate with the Journey to Healing Program. She is a proud member of the Bay Mills Indian Community and a mother of three. A survivor of domestic violence herself, Natalie brings deep compassion and personal insight to her advocacy work, helping clients reclaim their strength and independence. Outside of her professional role, Natalie is also an international bestselling author. In her personal time, she enjoys reading and writing, continuing to use storytelling as a form of healing and empowerment.

Nikki Nelson, Child and Family Advocate, Bay Mills Indian Community

Nikki works under the Bay Mills Tribal Court for victims of any Crime in Bay Mills Indian Community/with Bay Mills Court Cases. In addition to her regular duties, Nikki is embraces her Native American Culture and is very invested in anything Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women/Girls/People. She is a master at planning and implementing events and artistic outreach approaches, she and her husband made and displayed wooden red dress sculptures throughout our community during May to raise awareness for our Missing and Murdered Relatives. Above all Nikki has a voice that she isn’t afraid to use when it comes to Advocacy, she is first and foremost, survivor centered in all of her work. 

12:15-1:15 LUNCH 


1:15-2:45 Practice Panel | 1.50 Credits Strengthening Tribal Justice: Real-World Tools for Practitioners and Tribal Courts

This panel will explore practical strategies, tools, and resources that tribal court staff, judges, attorneys, and service providers can use to strengthen justice systems in Tribal communities. Panelists will share real-world examples and highlight tools that support culturally responsive, effective, and community-centered justice systems.

Elise McGowan-Cuellar, Associate Appellate Justice, Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians and Executive In-House Counsel, Little River Band of Ottawa Indians

Elise McGowan-Cuellar is an enrolled member of the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians. She currently serves as an Associate Appellate Justice for the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians and as Executive In-House Counsel for the Little River Band of Ottawa Indians. Previously, she served as a staff attorney for the Little River Band’s Unified Legal Department and has held legal positions with the Nottawaseppi Huron Band of the Potawatomi and Michigan Indian Legal Services. Elise holds a bachelor’s degree from the University of Michigan’s College of Literature, Science, and the Arts, and earned her Juris Doctor from Michigan State University College of Law, where she also completed the Indigenous Law Certificate through the Indigenous Law & Policy Center.

Caroline LaPorte, Associate Judge, Little River Band of Ottawa Indians

Caroline is a licensed attorney with the Texas Bar and a Fellow of the American Bar Foundation. She currently serves as the Academic Department Head and Associate Professor of Native American Studies at Northern Michigan University and works part-time as a law and policy advisor for the National Indigenous Women’s Resource Center. She is also a proud mother, wife, daughter, and niece. Her legal career has focused on Indian Country, with an emphasis on child welfare, housing, human rights, and gender-based violence. Caroline has been published by the American Bar Association and American Law Review, and has contributed to key federal legislation, including the Violence Against Women Act, the Not Invisible Act, and Savanna’s Act. In addition to her academic and legal work, Caroline was first elected as an associate judge in 2021 and has been recently re-elected to her second term starting in 2025.

Leah Jurss, Tribal Attorney, Bay Mills Indian Community

Leah Jurss currently serves as a Tribal Attorney for the Bay Mills Indian Community. Prior to her in-house role, she spent several years providing legal services to Tribes across the country at a boutique Indian law firm and previously served as a federal law clerk to Judge Roberto A. Lange of the U.S. District Court for the District of South Dakota. Leah also serves as a Judge Pro Tem for the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community Tribal Court and sits on the Board of Directors for Wakan Tipi Awanyankapi, an environmental stewardship nonprofit serving the Minneapolis–St. Paul urban area. She frequently writes and presents on issues related to Tribal court jurisdiction, Tribal sovereignty, and federal Indian law for both practitioner and academic audiences.


2:45-3:00 BREAK 

3:00-4:30 UNIT 4 | 1.5 Credits Trauma informed Courts in Action: Bridging Policy and Practice 

This session introduces the concept of trauma-informed courts, focusing on what it means to integrate trauma awareness into the judicial process. Participants will explore the differences between trauma-informed and non-trauma-informed courtroom proceedings, identifying challenges and opportunities for improvement. The session includes a live mock hearing to evaluate whether courtroom practices reflect trauma-informed principles in real time.

Hon. Ron Whitener, Co-owner, The Whitener Group

Hon. Ron Whitener is a founding member of The Whitener Group. In 1994, Ron graduated from the University of Washington Law School and was the first in-house legal counsel for his tribe, the Squaxin Island Tribe. In 2000, Ron was asked to join the faculty of the University of Washington Law School where he created the Tribal Court Public Defense Clinic through which he represented thousands of Native American clients in criminal and juvenile cases.  Through the University of Washington, Ron was funded by the MacArthur Foundation to develop public defense resources for juveniles involved in tribal justice systems, including developing model juvenile codes and methods for providing legal representation using video conferencing to rural tribal communities where the youth would be otherwise unrepresented.  In 2011, Ron was named a Champion of Change by President Barack Obama for his work on providing public defense to juveniles in tribal courts. While conducting his clinical teaching, Ron also served as the Presiding Judge for the Confederated Tribes of the Chehalis Indian Reservation, and an appellate justice for several courts in the Pacific Northwest.  In 2014, Ron left the Law School to serve as Chief Judge for the Tulalip Tribes, where he participated in the development of the Tulalip Wellness Court, which he presided over for several years, which is the only current tribal court named as a "mentor court" by the National Drug Court Institute.  Ron retired from the Bench in 2020. Finally, for the past 8 years as part of The Whitener Group, Ron has led BIA Tribal Court Assessments in Alaska and the Northwest, engaged in tribal justice system strategic planning and improvement, and healing to wellness court development and evaluation.  Ron has visited, studied and provided system recommendations to more than 80 tribes in Alaska, 18 tribes in Washington, Idaho and Oregon, and other tribes nationally, providing information and assistance for the development of their justice systems.











DAY 3 | Aug 8

10:00-11:30 UNIT 5 | 1.5 Credits ICWA in Court: Practical Considerations for Practitioners in Tribal and State Courts

The Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) is a federal law that applies to child welfare cases in state courts. While some states, such as Michigan, have enacted their own state versions of ICWA, neither the federal nor state ICWA applies to proceedings in Tribal court. Tribal child welfare workers and attorneys are often required to navigate both Tribal and state court systems, which can lead to confusion and procedural challenges. This session will provide practical guidance on the key differences between state and Tribal court processes and help practitioners understand what to expect when involved in a state ICWA case

Kathryn Fort, Clinic Director, Michigan State University College of Law

Kathryn (Kate) E. Fort is the Director of Clinics at Michigan State University College of Law and runs the Indian Law Clinic, where she teaches the Clinic class and other classes in federal Indian law. In 2015, she started the Indian Child Welfare Act Appellate Project, which represents tribes in complex ICWA litigation across the country. She is the author of American Indian Children and the Law, published by Carolina Academic Press. Prof. Fort has researched and written extensively on the Indian Child Welfare Act. Her publications include articles in the Harvard Public Health Review, George Mason Law Review, Family Law Quarterly, Saint Louis University Law Journal, American Indian Law Review as well as chapters in CRITICAL RACE JUDGEMENTS (Cambridge University Press, 2022) and CHILD WELFARE LAW AND PRACTICE (National Assoc. of Counsel for Children, 2023), both with Matthew L.M. Fletcher. She co-edited Facing the Future: The Indian Child Welfare Act at 30 (Michigan State University Press 2009) and she is a contributing editor to the Cohen’s Handbook of Federal Indian Law. She has provided direct representation for tribes in state and federal courts across the country. Prof. Fort graduated magna cum laude in from Michigan State University College of Law with the Certificate in Indigenous Law and is licensed to practice law in Michigan. She received her B.A. in History with honors from Hollins University in Roanoke, Virginia.


11:30-12:00 Closing and Song
Whitney Gravelle
Michele Wellman-Teeple
| 2 | 


